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TO THE BOTTOM OF
THE GRAND CANYON

e ONE OF THE WORLD’S GREATEST — AND
S— “GRANDEST” — NATURAL WONDERS!

Some of the caves in the
Grand Canyon are decorated
wr!’h orgeovs prehistoric
paintines left by Havasupai
hfm’rers of mammoths and
8iant sloths.

O wreaking havoc: THE STONE CHRONICLE
oy though, and try _
OF MANKIND

quistadoring

sure h
Let's shake hands,

to be friends — NO coa
this time!” #goldrus

This breathtaking wonder is one of the deepest canyons
in North America and among the largest worldwide.
Picture this: millions of years ago, the mighty Colorado
River carved its path through the rugged rock, bringing
along specks of gold in its sediment. Now, if you look
closely at its rocky surface, you'll notice these colorful
lines and grooves, known as “striations.” They're like
nature’s history book, revealing the changes made by
the Ice Age and ancient volcanic eruptions. Imagine
geologists studying these patterns, piecing together the
incredible story of our Earth’s formation.

| . | L |':| y L / ; ".‘_ . L N YOU can hi
A : g Al > = i g of the can

DEPTH: AN iNCREDIBLE 1.1 MILES!

ke to the bottom

famule.
Lhou h! s really hare;wue,
) W e ey v D e oK. At the bottom, it cap

WIDTH: UP TO 18 MILES IN PLACES in summertime e::eciallly
' ) eo
Hr.- "T‘_. Sometimes fee| dizlzoy. s

LENGTH: 277 MILES

RECOMMENDATION

At first glance, the canyon might seem
quiet and empty, but when you look
closer, you see the amazing ways

the Havasupai, Hualapai, Navajo, and BRING PLENTY OF WATER
II;|opi .tribtehs Ieft.t:ei:tr:ark on the Iltj\nd, AND SUNSCREEN FOR
eeping the spirit of the canyon alive. THIS TRIP!
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CHICHEN ITZA
IN MEXICO

IN THE SHADOW
OF THE FEATHERED
SERPENT

THE PYRAMID IS AS
_ TALL AS AN EIGHT-
STORY BUILDING.

ichén [tza
. kulkdn at Cthhen
The Py\fdm'.d i"‘:e“:{ the Seven wonders of

rn World. Kukullsun,
e r‘\/l\:‘fdzealcoa‘fl, is the chief Mayokn S;dho
Ca iated with the svn and the s 7|:|’ A
°55°; tn into a feathered serpenf. X e 5
:or\: \:ho the pyramid was made to honot-

CHICHEN 1T2A
LITERALLY MEANS “aT
THE EDGE 0F THE wgy,

OF MAG/C WATER4

! really wanted to ¢

limb th
THE SACRED SERPENT P eid of Mokulkan, but fhe
' ne th
DESCENDS FROM THE PYRAMID That antartvmton oo, ond 22
;Iliowed' ‘(. Then he winked a:d
] I.SPered, “I‘F yov wdnf fo IQ
: A= fdiana Jones, try it at the o,
Wow, look at that giant snake making its way down of Coba nearpy.» Pyramid
the Kukulkan pyramid steps. | know it’s not a real

snake, just a cool trick of the light, but it’s still
amazing to see! During the equinox (the time of
year when day and night are of equal length) the
setting sun creates shadows on the pyramid’s
steps, which look like the body of a serpent
slithering down to join the snake’s head at the
bottom. It's a stunning effect made by the sun’s
light and the pyramid’s architecture.

For the people who lived in the ancient city of
Chichén Itza, seeing the pyramid lit up this way
was a special event where they felt like one of their
gods was right there with them.

BY MANY PiLGR
ex Jorin the IMS,
M:Z;?dh?;:r?s nz’fhin glike MUST BE cLimeeDp
sycool s;\/im in a water-filled CAREFULLY...

. . t

15 a bit eerie to think thal
ﬂ-\e Aztecs vsed to throw fI};‘e‘;re
human sacrifices here to p 3
their pods. Only clean bm:'-e\ce
were §ossed in, fhough, snlr; s
the cenotes were also theti
source of drinking water.

MYSTERIOUS
CENOTES

Cenotes are cool caves that
formed during the Ice Age and hold
underground water. They're like
secret pools hidden underground.
Of the 6,000 cenotes found to this

day, explorers have only checked
out half.
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MOUNT RUSHMORE

FOUR AMERICAN PRESIDENTS, OR
FAMOUS TRAVELERS...?

GEORGE
WASHINGTON
THOMAS
JEFFERSON

ABRAHAM
LINCOLN

THEODORE
ROOSEVELT

THE STATUES WERE SUPPOSED TO BE
HALF-LENGTH. HOWEVER, DUE TO A LACK
OF MONEY, THE SCULPTING WAS STOPPED.

~ ORIGINAL IDEA ]

T T T I

Originally, the plan was to carve into the
mountains the faces of American West

heroes, like explorers Lewis and Clark, their

guide Sacagawea, and either Chief Red
Cloud or Crazy Horse. But, the personin
charge, Gutzon Borglum, decided on four
American presidents instead.

My mom shared with me the complex
history of the monument and how it’s still a
topic of debate today because it's located
on land that should belong to the Lakota
Sioux, its original inhabitants. They likely
wouldn’t have approved of the carvings on
their sacred lands.

© UNDER THE BIG HEADS

e o, e S on e e

I went with my mom to the famous Mount
Rushmore monument in the Black Hills of
South Dakota. The big heads of the first
American presidents carved into the granite
looked down at us with serious eyes as

we walked below. A century ago, historian
Doane Robinson had the idea to carve some
important American figures into the mountains
to bring more visitors to South Dakota.

CHIEF RED /4
cLoup

ini hat the Black Hills f_.-
me8 I X mom and |
Jooked Ilie pbefore, :\zoces R "

ht about whose T¢
w::§on the rocks. l.puc_ked Rosa
Parks, the brave Civil Rtghfs

m7 mom chose

activist, and t, the fearless

Amelia Earhat
P'llo‘f.

wHO woulLD
You PICK?
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DID YOU KNOW THAT HULA

| DANCING WAS KEPT SECRET f:\:'o
l GENERATIONS, PASSED ON ON !
y TED HAWAIIANS?

THE INITIA

ALOHA! GREETINGS FROM THE
HAWA[IAN ISLANDS!

THE EMERALD REEFS OF THE NA PALI COAST

R

LOCATION: ABOUT 2,000 MILES SOUTHWEST
OF THE U.S. MAINLAND

SUN, SEA, AND
HULA DANCING

| can’t think of a more beautiful place to
unwind... Gentle waves lapping, warm sand
underfoot... And when you’ve had your fill
of the sun’s warm embrace, you can wrap
yourself in fragrant plumeria blossoms
and sway to the rhythm of the traditional
Hawaiian hula dance, celebrating the
natural wonders of this enchanting land.
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r"_',if."’ d : ed to hit the Waves

OF THE PACIFIC J

: | _ / aves is aqs natura| =
. i o RN ":»g'\ iivs 'I.Sldf\ng known as the Pear '
' - e | B, | H;V;:e Pacific,” were first reached by
- + o ) n
O F.ropeans ovel 200 years 482 whie

Cook first
itish explorer James Coc .
2:::mfer2d native Hawatlan Trlbehso,d
including the Kanaka MOOII., who
been living here for centuries.

ENDLESS Fun
IN WAVES!
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HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED HOW

TRULY GRAND THE GRAND CANYON (S, WHAT
ANIMALS LIVE IN THE AMAZON RAINFOREST, OR

HOW OFTEN ROCKETS TAKE OFF FROM NASA'S

RENNEDY SPACE CENTER? WELL, THIS BOOK
PROVIDES A FUN AND ENGAGING WAY TO LEARN
ABOUT THE DIVERSE LANDSCAPES AND CULTURES

OF NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA. WITH vIvID

ILLUSTRATIONS AND FASCINATING FACTS, IT’S SURE

TO INSPIRE YOUNG EXPLORERS WHO DREAM OF

VISITING THESE AMAZING PLACES SOMEDAY!

S

TARGET SOCIAL FUNTO READ VOCABULARY  LEARNING
GROUP EDUCATION
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