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il I'm Lily, and it's my birthday. I'm five! Congratulate
me if you like. | already have my present from Mum

and Dad - a real easel! Dad has set it up so that | can reach
it. Today, our cat Mitzi will sit as my model. It's much easier
to paint standing up than sitting at a desk. Neither Mum

nor Dad work at a desk. Lots of people don’t have a desk.
Let me show you some of them.
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ur building is full of artists. I paint pictures, Jane
0 plays the piano, and, up in the attic, Charlie has his
sculptor’s studio. When it is open, | like to peek inside.
So as not to disturb Charlie in his work, Mum has forbidden
me to knock on the door. Right now, he is making a giant
statue of Apollo on a rotating stool that lets him see the
statue from all sides. I'm not sure who Apollo is.
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S ometimes Charlie’s sister Chloe comes to visit. | would know her
with my eyes closed by the beautiful scent that follows her around.
Chloe is a flight attendant. When her aeroplane lands in our city, she
spends the night at Charlie’s. When she's in the mood, she tells me about
things that have happened on the plane. Once they chased a hamster
around the cabin. Once, when the plane was being blown about, they
had to calm a lady who wanted to get off. Be reasonable, madam!
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hen Mum is out and Dad doesn’t feel like making lunch,
Wwe order food to be delivered to our home. The courier
who comes to us most is Tom. He has a brilliant scooter, and he
rides it like lightning. I'd love to try it out, but Tom never has
time to let me. He has to deliver many lunches — pizza, burgers,
spaghetti, you name it. Maybe next time, Tom...
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